
 

Guide to the Writing Sample 

Applicants to the EdD Program 

 

 

How long is the Writing Sample?  

Each program has provided an approximate length with the caveat that the sample 

should be no longer than the maximum number of suggested pages.  

 

EdD Applied Behaviour Analysis 

▪ About 10 pages, double spaced, excluding references 
 
EdD Curriculum & Pedagogy 

▪ Between 10-20 pages, double spaced, excluding references 
 
EdD Educational Leadership & EdD Equity, Diversity, and Social Justice 

▪ Between 15-20 pages double spaced, excluding references 

  

May I submit a work on which I was a contributing author? 

▪ No. You must be the sole author of any work you submit. 

 

Can I use Artificial Intelligence (AI) to create a Writing Sample? 

▪ The goal of creating a Writing Sample is to help the admissions committee 

assess who you are as a potential EdD student, and if you are a good fit for the 

program.  

 

Western has published Provisional Guidance for the use of Generative AI in Graduate 

Studies. In particular, they apply the Principles of Accountability, Integrity, 

Transparency, Privacy and Data Security and Inclusion. If you elect to use AI, you 

must log its use as part of the total document length. There is a useful table included 

here, to assist you to accurately describe what tasks you have allocated to AI.  

 

Table 1 (below) can help you identify and log your use accurately.  

 

Suchikova, Y. et al. (2025) GAIDeT (Generative AI Delegation Taxonomy): A taxonomy 

for humans to delegate tasks to generative artificial intelligence in scientific 

research and publishing. Accountability in Research. (1–27). 

 

 

https://grad.uwo.ca/about_us/policies_procedures_regulations/ai.html
https://grad.uwo.ca/about_us/policies_procedures_regulations/ai.html
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Does the writing sample need citations? 

▪ Yes. The writing sample must be cited correctly throughout the paper. 

 

How recent does the sample need to be? 

▪ There is no limit on when writing samples were written. You are welcome to use 

work you have submitted in other programs, as long as they adhere to all EdD 

program requirements. 

 

Does the writing sample need to be a work that I have published? 

▪ The writing sample may be published or unpublished work. 

▪ Consider developing your writing sample from a well-developed and polished 

version or section of your  

o Masters research proposal/thesis/directed research project 
o Journal article 
o Graduate course writing 
 

Does the writing sample need to be an essay? 

▪ Not necessarily, but it must reflect the appropriate use of citation formatting.  

▪ The Writing Sample should be based on an argument, and demonstrate your 

ability to present and defend a position, using evidence. 

▪ The Writing Sample must follow the conventions of good writing including 

organization, structure, paragraphs, sentences, grammar, punctuation, etc. 

 
Does the writing sample need to relate specifically to the program field? 

▪ The Admissions Committee typically prefers that writing samples be related to 

the field of study. However, this is not necessarily required. If you are feeling 

unsure of the suitability of your Writing Sample, please use this as an opportunity 

to produce original work that is related to the field of study. 

 

If I am applying to the PhD in Education Studies, do these same guidelines apply? 

▪ The PhD in Education Studies and the EdD programs are unique and may have 

different admittance requirements.  

 

I still have questions. Who do I contact? 

▪ Please feel welcome to contact us! See this page for details: 

https://www.edu.uwo.ca/graduate-education/info_meeting.html 

 

https://www.edu.uwo.ca/graduate-education/info_meeting.html

