
 

Statement of Intent  

Curriculum & Pedagogy EdD Applicants 

(maximum 500 words) 
 

Your Statement of Intent helps the Admissions Committee understand who you are as a 

professional learner and why the EdD in Curriculum & Pedagogy is the right next step for 

you. Use clear, concise language and concrete examples that go beyond your résumé. 

 

What to address: 

1. Who you are as an educator-leader? 

Briefly introduce your role(s) and context. Note any formative experiences or 

commitments that have shaped your curriculum and pedagogy practices, 

innovations, leadership and/or community engagement.  

 

2. What is your stance on curriculum and pedagogy? 

Describe the values, dispositions, and practices that guide your work (e.g., 

evidence-informed design, assessment literacy, collaborative inquiry and so on). 

 

3. Why this EdD, now? 

Explain your goals (scholarly and professional), why a practice-focused EdD fits 

those goals, and how our cohort-based, fully online model aligns with your 

circumstances.  

 

4. Problem of Practice (optional at application). 

If you have an emerging Problem of Practice (PoP), describe it in 2–3 sentences.  

 

Problem of Practice (PoP) 

 
The PoP is defined as a “persistent, contextualized, and specific issue embedded in the 

work of a professional practitioner, the addressing of which has the potential to result in 

improved understanding, experience, and outcomes.” The PoP will be framed using your 
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comprehension of, and ability to apply theory and literature that you gain through 

coursework. Strong PoPs are: 

• Deeply embedded in the student’s professional curricular and pedagogical 

practice; 

• Feasible to study within this context, and align with contemporary and critical 

issues in the education (curriculum and pedagogy) literature; 

• Are framed by evidence (practice data and literature); 

• Are not driven by solutions. 

 

Can I use Artificial Intelligence (AI) to create my Statement of Intent? 

The goal of creating a Statement of Intent is designed to help the admissions 

committee assess who you are as a potential EdD student, and if you are a good fit for 

the Curriculum and Pedagogy program. It would be challenging for AI to generate 

individualized statements of intent that reflect your goals and experiences.  

 

Western has published Provisional Guidance for the use of Generative AI in Graduate 

Studies. In particular, they apply the Principles of Accountability, Integrity, 

Transparency, Privacy and Data Security and Inclusion. If you elect to use AI, you must 

log its use as part of the total document length. There is a useful table included here, to 

assist you to accurately describe what tasks you have allocated to AI.  
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Table 1 (below) can help you identify and log your use accurately.  

 

 


