The Surprisingly Sustaining Futility of Education
Educators tend to respond to the contemporary denigration of teachers and teaching by foregrounding our students’ accomplishments in and beyond the classroom or by shifting the focus to what education will enable our students to do in the future. These deflective strategies offset the sense many of us have much of the time that we are not actually accomplishing as much as non-teachers expect of us, let alone what we ourselves hope for. My talk proposes a counterintuitive approach of leaning into the sense of futility that threads though our efforts as educators rather than trying to downplay it or deflect it. 
To make this case, I will draw on Hannah Arendt’s conception of futility, which is as central to her thinking as natality and plurality. Arendt’s insights into labor, work and action shed light on the unavoidable, built-in frustrations and ephemeral pleasures of the activities of teaching.  Embracing the futility of teaching has the potential to offer an affective way to withstand efforts to undermine teachers and teaching. 

