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Mailing Address 1-10 MacKellar Ave., London, Ontario N6H 5C5     
Status:   Registered Psychologist (Ontario); 

Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Education, Western University 
 Telephone:  (519) 871-7289 

Email:   dawolfe@uwo.ca 
Web:   http://www.youthrelationships.org/ 
Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_A._Wolfe 
Citizenship:  Canada  
 

Professional Licensure and Status 
 
1981-present  Registered Psychologist (C. Psych), Province of Ontario, Registration #1535  
1987-2020 Diplomate in Clinical Psychology (ABPP), American Board of Professional 

Psychology, Diploma #3941 
 
Honors and Awards 
 

Fellow:  Royal Society of Canada (FRSC), College of Social Sciences 
Fellow:  Academy of Clinical Psychology 
Fellow:  American Psychological Association 
Recipient: UNESCO Chair Award for explemplary contribution to the promotion and 

expansion of the frontiers of human rights and elimination of violence against 
women, UNESCO/U. Connecticut, 2013 

Recipient: RBC Chair in Children’s Mental Health, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
and the University of Toronto, 2002-2012 

Recipient: Blanche L. Ittleson Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Delivery of 
Childrens Services and the Promotion of Childrens Mental Health, American 
Orthopsychiatric Association, 2007 

Recipient: Donald O. Hebb Award for Distinguished Contributions to Canadian Psychology 
as a Science, Canadian Psychological Association, 2005 

Recipient: Psychologist of the Year, London Regional Psychological Association, 2004 
Honor:  Chair, Sub-Committee on Child Abuse in Peacetime (1999-2000). International 

Working Group on Trauma, United Nations. 
Honor:   Chair, Violence and Traumatic Stress Review Committee, National Institute of 

Mental Health, 1997-99 
President: Division 37 (Child, Youth & Families), American Psychological Association, 

1997-98 
Recipient: John Dewan Prize for Outstanding Contribution to Psychology, Ontario Mental 

Health Foundation, 2000 
Recipient: Outstanding Career Award, American Professional Society on the Abuse of 

Children, 2000 
 Recipient: Contribution to Knowledge Award in Family Violence, Ontario Psychological  

 Foundation, 1988 
Fellowship: Senior Research Fellowship Award, Ontario Mental Health Foundation, 1992-98; 

2001-2003. 
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Education and Training Background 
 

1973  B.A. Psychology, University of Rochester 
1978  M.A. Clinical/Community Psychology, University of South Florida 
1980  Predoctoral residency in Clinical Psychology, University of Mississippi Medical 

Center 
1980  Ph.D. Clinical/Community Psychology, University of South Florida 
1985  Postdoctoral training, Child trauma research, Medical University of South 

Carolina  
 
Academic Appointments and Titles 
 
 2016-present Professor Emeritus, Centre for School Mental Health, Faculty of Education, 

Western University  
 2012-2016 Senior Scientist, Social and Epidemiological Research, Centre for Addiction and 

Mental Health (CAMH) 
 2002-2016 Senior Scientist and Head, CAMH Centre for Prevention Science;  
   Professor of Psychiatry and Psychology, University of Toronto  
 2002-2012 RBC Chair in Children’s Mental Health, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
 1991-2002 Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Western Ontario (UWO) 
 2001-2002 Academic Director, Centre for Research and Education on Violence Against 

Women and Children, UWO 
1985-1991 Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, UWO 
1980-1985 Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, UWO 
1984-1988 Co-Director, Clinical Psychology Training Program, UWO 
1988-2002 Professor (Cross-appointment), Department of Psychiatry, UWO 

 
 
Major Research Interests and Current Projects 

 
Interests:  The effects of child abuse and neglect on relationship development among children and 
adolescents; developmental psychopathology; violence prevention with children and youth. 

Specific Issues:  Educational methods to aid children and youth in developing healthy, non-violent 
relationships, especially those with histories of abuse and neglect; theory testing of the impact of 
multiple forms of maltreatment upon adolescent development; educational programming to prevent 
adolescent violence and related risk behaviors. 

Special Project:  The Fourth R: Skills for Youth Relationships. A school-based curriculum 
targeting multiple forms of violence, including bullying, dating violence, peer violence, and group 
violence. In 2024-2025 The Fourth R curriculum is being distributed by the Ministry of Education 
to 5000 teachers across the province of Ontario. 

 
Copyright Registration 
 
The Fourth R: Skills for Youth Relationships. A school-based program to prevent adolescent dating 
violence. Date June 9, 2011 (US copyright office). Copyright transferred to Western University, October 
1, 2015. 
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Memberships in Professional Organizations and Societies 
 

Fellow:   American Psychological Association (Divisions 12; 37) 
 
Member:  International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 

  Canadian Psychological Association 
  Society for Prevention Research 
  Society for Research in Child Development 

 
Responsibilities: Councillor, Intn’l Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (2002-08) 

Panel member, International Study on Violence Against Children in the School 
Community (2004-05) [Contribution to the UN Secretary General’s Study on 
Violence Against Children] 

   President, APA Division 37 (1997-98) 
  Past Member, APA Task Force on Child Abuse Training (Division 37) 
  Chair, APA Working Group on Child Abuse Prevention (1991-1992) 
  CPA Representative to the Interdisciplinary Project on Domestic Violence 

Member, APA Working Group on Implications for Education and Training on 
Child Abuse Issues, APA (1992-93) 
 

Research Grants, Contracts, and Fellowships Awarded (listed by most recent awards) 
 
Lifetime Grants Awarded: 41 

Total Awards:   $17,743,000 

Canadian Women’s Foundation. Fourth R Healthy Relationships national dissemination project. D. 
Wolfe (PI). $160,000 (2014-16). 

Ontario Ministry of Education. Youth & Parents Voice Transition Support for FNMI Students. D. Wolfe 
(PI). $20,000 (2014-15). 

Ontario Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services. Crime Prevention through the 
Promotion of Positive Mental Health among Aboriginal Youth: Implementation of the Fourth R 
Uniting Our Nations Mentoring Programs. D. Wolfe (PI). $70,000 (2014-16). 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). New mothers' thoughts of harm: Prevalence and relation 
to OCD and child harm. N. Fairbrother (PI), J. Abamowitz, P. Janssen, N. Lipsky, D. Wolfe, S. 
Woody (Co-PIs). $461,031 (2012-2015).  

Health Canada: Drug Strategy Community Initiatives Fund (DSCIF). Preventing illicit drug use by 
fostering healthy relationships: Implementation of the Fourth R Healthy Relationships Plus 
program. C. Crooks (PI), R. Broll, & D. Wolfe (Co-PIs). $394,442 (2014-2017). 

U.S. National Institute for Child Health and Human Development (NICHHD).  A multi-level, cohort-
sequential study of rural adolescent dating violence victimization and perpetration. Grant # 
1R01HD067505-01A1. McDonell, J. (PI), Wolfe, D.A. (Co-PI); $1,875,000 (2011-2015). 

Public Health Agency of Canada, Innovation Strategy (Phase II). The Fourth R: Promoting youth well-
being through healthy relationships. Crooks, C. (PI), Wolfe, D. (Co-PI); 2011-2015; $2,486,029. 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), Human Development, Child and Youth Health; Strategic 
Teams in Applied Injury Research (STAIR). Traumatic Brain Injury and Violence: Reducing the 
risks, improving the outcomes. Cusimano, M. D. et al. (12 Co-PIs), $2,000,000 over four years. 
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Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). Emerging Team in Innovations in Child and Youth 
Concurrent Disorders - Mitigating risk and creating effective treatments: Improving services to 
children and youth with co-morbidities through discovery, collaboration, innovation, and 
integration. Beitchman, J. (Nominated PI), Henderson, J., McMain, S., Rush, B., & Wolfe, D. 
(Co-PIs), $1,499,465 over 5 years. 

Public Health Agency of Canada, Innovation Strategy (Phase I). A multi-systemic approach to promoting 
youth well-being and reducing violence and victimization:  Integrated plans for effective school 
and community interventions. Wolfe, D. (PI), Crooks, C. (Co-PI); 2010, $200,362.  

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Strategic Knowledge Clusters, Research 
Network, Canadian Prevention Science Cluster for Children and Youth. D. Wolfe, Principal 
Investigator (9 co-investigators); 2008-2015, $2,253,741.00. 

Ministry of the Attorney General (Ontario): Building community capacity to address victimization issues 
among Aboriginal high school students. 2007-2008, $51,575.00 (with C. Crooks). 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation. Peer contributions to teen dating violence: Implications for mental 
health. 2007-2009, $143,500 (with W. Ellis). 

Canadian Women’s Foundation. The Fourth R Project. 2007-2009, $140,000 (PI: D. Wolfe, C. Crooks, 
P.Jaffe). 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). Controlled longitudinal evaluation of a school-based 
program to prevent adolescent dating violence and related risk behaviours. 2004-2009, 
$2,156,000 (PI: D. Wolfe; Co-PI: Peter Jaffe, Claire Crooks). 

Child Health Research Institute. Understanding child neglect: An investigation of neglectful caregivers’ 
attachment representations. 2002-2003, $7500 (Co-PIs: D. Wolfe, K. Hildyard). 

National Institute of Alcohol Addiction and Abuse (NIAAA) and the NIH Youth Violence Consortium.  
Preventing abuse in adolescent dating relationships. 2001-2004, U.S.$600,000 (Principal 
investigators: D. Wolfe, E. Jouriles). 

Law Commission of Canada. Institutional Child Abuse: Improving Public and Professional 
Understanding. 2000-2001, $30,000 (Principal investigators: D. Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

National Crime Prevention Center, Community Mobilization Program (Canadian Department of Justice). 
Building healthy, non-violent relationships among at-risk youth. 2001-2004, $145,000 (Principal 
investigators: D. Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

National Health Research and Development Program. Promoting healthy, non-violent relationships: A 
prevention program with at-risk youth. 1995-2000, $760,000 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, 
C. Wekerle). 

Child Maltreatment Division, Health Canada.  Development of a Conceptual Framework for a Child 
Maltreatment Surveillance Capacity.  1999-2000, $45,000 (Principal Investigator: D. Wolfe). 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation.  Pathways to violence in teen dating relationships. 1997-1999, 
$93,062 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, C. Wekerle). 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation.  Senior Research Fellowship Award.  1992-1998, $275,000; 2001-
2003, $110,000 (Recipient: D. Wolfe). 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and Health and Welfare Canada (Joint Initiative).  
Centre for Research on Violence Against Women and Children.  1992-1997, $500,000. 

Academic Development Fund, University of Western Ontario.  Centre for Research on Violence Against 
Women and Children.  1993, $25,000 (D. Wolfe: Project Director). 
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Lawson Foundation of Canada.  Promoting healthy, non-violent relationships.  1993-94, $20,000 
(Principal Investigator: D. Wolfe). 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation.  Promoting healthy, non-violent relationships among youth.  1994-
1996, $120,000 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, C. Wekerle). 

Health and Welfare Canada, Family Violence Prevention Division.  Promoting healthy, non-violent 
relationships:  A prevention program with at-risk youth (pilot).  1992-1993, $129,000 (Principal 
Investigators: D. Wolfe, C. Wekerle). 

The Institute for the Prevention of Child Abuse.  Preventing violence in relationships:  A focus on 
adolescents. 1990-1993, $215,000 (D. Wolfe, Principal Investigator). 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, U.S. Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect. 
Treatment related to child abuse and neglect (contract). 1991, $5,700. 

Medical Research Council of Canada.  The impact of child maltreatment.  1989-1992, $265,000 
(Principal Investigator: D. Wolfe). 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.  The impact of sexual abuse: A comparative 
and longitudinal investigation.  1986-1990, $162,000 (Principal Investigator: D. Wolfe). 

Medical Research Council of Canada.  Promoting competence in parents at risk of abuse. 1984-1986, 
$102,000 ((Principal Investigator: D. Wolfe). 

Medical Research Council of Canada.  Assessment and intervention with children from distressed 
families.  1982-1984, $30,000 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe). 

Employment and Immigration Canada.  Needs analysis and program development for children involved 
in family court proceedings. 1983, $13,680 (Principal Investigator: D. Wolfe). 

Ministry of Community and Social Services (Province of Ontario).  Understanding the impact of wife 
assault on child witnesses.  1987-1989, $165,293 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

Ministry of Community and Social Services (Province of Ontario).  An early intervention program for 
children from violent families. 1985-1987, $165,000 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

Ontario Provincial Secretariat for Justice.  An Evaluation of Police and Community responses to domestic 
violence. 1984, $40,000 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation.  Children's response to violence between their parents:  An 
examination of stress buffers for children.  1984-1985, $13,899 (Principal Investigators: D. 
Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

Ontario Mental Health Foundation.  The impact of exposure to marital violence on children's adjustment. 
1983-1985, $73,500 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, P. Jaffe). 

Title XX Training Grant, Florida DHRS.  Training HRS child welfare staff in effective family 
intervention. 1978-1979, $56,845 (Principal Investigators: D. Wolfe, J. Sandler). 

 

Grant Consultant and Postdoctoral Supervision Awards (2010-present) 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). Evaluation of a program to prevent adolescent health 
risk behaviours and promote positive mental health: The role of neurocognition. (Supervisor of 
CIHR Postdoctoral Fellowship Award (D. Exner-Cortens). $90,000 (2014-2016).  

Fund for the City of New York (2011-2014). The Fourth R: A randomized trial of a violence-reduction 
program in Bronx, New York. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs.  
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Centre for Court Innovation (2010-2013). Defending Childhood: Evaluation of the Attorney General’s 
Children Exposed to Violence Demonstration Program: Phase I. U.S. Department of Justice, 
Office of Justice Programs.  

Center for Violence Prevention, University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, TX. (2016-present). 
NIH funded longitudinal study on a cluster randomized controlled study of the Fourth R school-
based violence prevention program. 

 

Private Donation Research Funding 
 
Purpose:  National Roll-Out of the Fourth R Prevention Initiative ($5,830,000) 
 
2013-2018 CAMH Foundation (M. Feldman, donor). $1 million for mental health and well-being in 

the classroom (Fourth R Grade 7) 
2007-2011 Carthy Foundation. $300,000 for business model and website development 
2006-2012 Crooks Family Foundation. $1 million for Fourth R Western expansion  
2004-2010  Royal LePage Shelter Foundation. $1 million for national program development 
2004-2006 Legate and Associates. $30,000 for local program development 
2002-2012 Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) $2.5 million for Chair in Children’s Mental Health 
 
Consultation to Sponsored Research and Evaluation (2008-present) 
 
2010-2012 National Advisory Committee, Evergreen Child and Youth Mental Health Framework for 

Canada (Mental Health Commission of Canada). 
2009-2012 Youth Internet Safety Education Program (Lisa Jones, recipient). Funder: National 

Institute of Justice (NIJ).  
2008-2012 The Start Strong initiative on dating violence prevention (Family Violence Prevention 

Fund). Funder: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
2008-2011 Latino child abuse prevention project. Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, University of 

Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. Funder: NIMH. 
 
 
Advisory to Government and International Organizations  
 
2014 Faculty, The Haruv Institute International PhD workshop on child maltreatment. 

Jerusalem, Israel (October, 2014) 
2014-present Member, National Advisory Group, Assessment of Social and Emotional Learning and 

development of Children, University of British Columbia 
2013 Member, Expert Panel, Adaptations of evidence-based interventions in violence 

prevention, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (June, 2013) 
2012-present  Member, Advisory Council, London (UK) Education Research Symposium (annual 

conferences). 
2011 Participant, Roundtable of Experts on Teen Dating Violence, Sexual Assault and Related 

Youth Violence. White House initiative on Violence Against Women (Jan. 2011) 
2011 Presenter to National Advisory Committee, Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 

Dept. of Justice (June 2011) 
2010 Consultation to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Injury Prevention and 

Control (Violence Prevention Division) on dating violence prevention in schools and 
communities. 

2009-2011 Member, National Framework Review Committee (a sub-committee of the Child and 
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Youth Advisory Committee of the Mental Health Commission of Canada) 
2009 Reviewer, When to suspect child maltreatment. National Collaborating Centre for 

Women’s and Children’s Health (London, UK) 
2008-2011 Task Force Member, Canadian Standards for Preventing Substance Abuse through 

Schools 
2005-2008 Member, Advisory Board of “Strong Communities,” Clemson University, Greenville, SC 
2004   Contributor, World Bank Children & Youth Policy 
2004  Consultant, Ministry of Education (Ontario) Safe Schools Action Team 
2002-2003 Blue Ribbon Task Force, Milton Hershey School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
2001  Panel on Elder Abuse, U.S. National Academies of Science 
2000-2003 NIH Youth Violence Consortium, National Institutes of Health 
2000-2002 Sub-Committee on Violence Prevention, 6th World Congress (2002) on Injury 

Prevention and Control, World Health Organization.  
2000   Youth Violence Prevention Initiative, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, U.S. 

National Academies of Science 
1999-2000 Chair, Sub-Committee on Child Abuse in Peacetime (1999-2000). International Working 

Group on Trauma, United Nations. 
1999-2000  Advisory Committee, Guidelines for the Mental Health Treatment of Intrafamilial Child 

Physical and Sexual Abuse. Office of Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice. 
1999-2000 Asilomar Panel on Children and Domestic Violence, Packard Foundation. 
1999  Child Welfare Law Review, Child Welfare Committee, Ontario Ministry of Community 

and Social Services 
1997-2002 Advisory Board, Canadian Incidence Study of Child Maltreatment, Child Maltreatment 

Division, Health Canada 
1994  Consultant (child abuse intervention and prevention), U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 

Services. 
 
Expert Legal Testimony  
 

• Ontario Superior Court and Ontario Provincial Court: Testified for plaintiff and defense in 
criminal, civil, and administrative proceedings regarding child sexual abuse; adult survivors of 
child sexual abuse; child welfare; effects of family violence on children; parental capacity. 

• Determined by the courts to be an expert in child abuse and neglect (38 occasions). 
• Appointed by Ontario Superior Court to be consultant to the Liquidator for the Christian Brothers 

of Ireland in Canada, to evaluate claimants for veracity of complaint and assessment of damages. 
• Expert testimony concerning child sexual abuse, presented to the Public Hearing of the Cornwall 

Public Inquiry (The Honourable Justice G. N. Glaude, Commissioner) 
• Consultant to lawyers in civil and criminal proceedings 
• Class action involving Upper Canada College (Toronto); Selwyn House school (Montreal). 

 
 
Recent legal citations:  
 

• Re: Doe v. Doe, Date: 2004-03-25  Docket: 30537F_2000. 
http://www.canlii.org/on/cas/onsc/2004/2004onsc10732.html. 

• Re: The Christian Brothers of Ireland in Canada, applicant [2004] O.J. No. 359 OCJ, Blair J. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.canlii.org/on/cas/onsc/2004/2004onsc10732.html
http://ql1.quicklaw.com/cgi-bin/QL002?UGET=Q0546402,OJRE
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Recent Media Interviews and Publications  
 
Regarding violence prevention, bullying, adolescent risk behaviors, school-based prevention, and child 
abuse: 

 
• Associated Press (L. Italie).  Trio of child-sex documentaries spotlights victims’ parents (March 

21, 2019). Available: https://apnews.com/54b596dee786468f925f48d508ba4b39 
• Toronto Star (D. A. Wolfe). Why the new sex-ed curriculum actually protects children (March 1, 

2015). Available: http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/02/28/why-the-new-sex-ed-
curriculum-actually-protects-children.html 

• Toronto Star (J. Timson). 'Resilience' is a word we should not take lightly (February 26, 2015). 
Available: http://www.thestar.com/life/2015/02/27/resilience-is-a-word-we-should-not-take-
lightly-timson.html 

• CBC news. Violence against women needs to come out of the shadows, researchers say (Nov. 20, 
2014). Available: http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/violence-against-women-needs-to-come-out-of-
the-shadows-researchers-say-1.2843986 

• Huffington Post/Canada.com) (David Kates). Back to school: How to calm students' stress and 
anxiety (Sept 10, 2014). 

• Canadian Press (Lauren La Rose); Building resiliency: Use tough times as teachable moments, 
say parents, experts; Tips in tough times: Teaching kids resiliency (November 13, 2013).  

• CBC.CA News (Janet Davidson); Mental health disorders spike in post-high school transitions 
(Oct 25, 2013). Available: http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/mental-health-disorders-spike-in-post-
high-school-transitions-1.2251790. 

• The Irish Times (Carl O’Brien); Researchers find key differences in brains of abused and 
neglected young people (September 17, 2013). Available: 
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/researchers-find-key-differences-in-brains-of-
abused-and-neglected-young-people-1.1529960 

• New York Times (Erica Goode); Emotional recovery seen possible for victims of prolonged 
abuse (May 9, 2013; page 3). Available: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/10/us/emotional-
recovery-seen-possible-in-cleveland-case.html?hp&_r=1& 

• TVO The Agenda (Steve Paiken). Mental health matters: Raising resilience (May 7, 2013). 
Available: http://ww3.tvo.org/video/191019/resilience-children 

• National Public Radio (Warren Olney); Three captives found after ten years. (May 7, 2013). 
Available: http://www.kcrw.com/news/programs/tp 

• CBC radio national syndication (8 local stations). Psychological aspects of recovery following 
captivity (May 7, 2013). 

• City Life Magazine. How to stop a bully: Why education is key (Apr/May 2013; page 38).  
• Café Scientifique (Pauline Chan, CTV news); Time to talk about teen mental health: From causes 

to cures (March 5, 2013) 
• Globe and Mail (Carly Weeks); No easy explanation for violent acts; The public wants to 

understand how someone could kill so many people, but a psychiatric disorder is not the full 
answer (Dec 18, 2012) 

• CBC radio (Mary Ito); Signs of stress in children (Dec. 9, 2012). Available: 
http://www.cbc.ca/freshair/episodes/2012/12/08/sun-dec-9/ 

• Globe and Mail; Bullying is a viral relationship problem (Oct 18, 2012). Available: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/bullying-is-a-viral-relationship-
problem/article4619493/ 

• Peace Talks Radio (Paul Ingles); Early intervention to stop relationship violence (June 24, 2011). 
Available: http://www.goodradioshows.org/peaceTalksL97.htm 

https://apnews.com/54b596dee786468f925f48d508ba4b39
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/02/28/why-the-new-sex-ed-curriculum-actually-protects-children.html
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/02/28/why-the-new-sex-ed-curriculum-actually-protects-children.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/2015/02/27/resilience-is-a-word-we-should-not-take-lightly-timson.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/2015/02/27/resilience-is-a-word-we-should-not-take-lightly-timson.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/violence-against-women-needs-to-come-out-of-the-shadows-researchers-say-1.2843986
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/violence-against-women-needs-to-come-out-of-the-shadows-researchers-say-1.2843986
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/mental-health-disorders-spike-in-post-high-school-transitions-1.2251790
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/mental-health-disorders-spike-in-post-high-school-transitions-1.2251790
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/researchers-find-key-differences-in-brains-of-abused-and-neglected-young-people-1.1529960
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/researchers-find-key-differences-in-brains-of-abused-and-neglected-young-people-1.1529960
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/10/us/emotional-recovery-seen-possible-in-cleveland-case.html?hp&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/10/us/emotional-recovery-seen-possible-in-cleveland-case.html?hp&_r=1&
http://ww3.tvo.org/video/191019/resilience-children
http://www.kcrw.com/news/programs/tp
http://www.cbc.ca/freshair/episodes/2012/12/08/sun-dec-9/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/bullying-is-a-viral-relationship-problem/article4619493/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/bullying-is-a-viral-relationship-problem/article4619493/
http://www.goodradioshows.org/peaceTalksL97.htm
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• Globe and Mail (Adriana Barton); Coming clean about addiction – your child’s (May 10, 2010; 
p. L1) 

• Toronto Star (Susan Pigg); Parents must face sober facts on binge drinking (Oct. 31, 2009; p. 
L1). 

• National Public Radio (Brenda Wilson); New dating seminars target teen violence (September 
28, 2009). Available: 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=113211662&sc=emaf. 

• CNN (Heidi Collins); new study shows prevention of teen dating violence (August 3rd, 2009). 
• New York Times (Ben Carey); For longtime captives, a complex road home (September 1, 2009; 

page 1). Available: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/01/health/01psych.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=David%20wolfe&st
=cse. 

• Fox News (O’Reilly Factor); recovery of child abuse victims (Sept. 2, 2009). 
 
 
Editor-in-Chief   Child Abuse & Neglect: The International Journal (2007-2012) 
 
Associate Editor  Child Maltreatment (2005-2006);  

Advances in psychotherapy: Evidence-based practice (D. Wedding, 
Series Ed.). Cambridge. MA: Hogrefe & Huber. 

 
Editorial Boards:  Child Abuse & Neglect (1983-89; 1995-2007) 
    Child Abuse Review (2005-present) 

Child Maltreatment (1996-2006) 
Journal of Family Violence (1985-2006) 
Journal of Family Psychology (2004-present) 
Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology (2001-present) 

    Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology (1986-88; 1996-present) 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence (1989-2006) 
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse (1990-2006) 
Journal of Traumatic Stress (1998-2004) 
Psychological Assessment (2003-2006) 
Psychosocial Intervention (2010-present) 

 
Grant Appraiser:  Health & Welfare Canada 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research  
U. S. National Institute of Mental Health 
Ontario Mental Health Foundation 
Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council of Canada 

 
 
Other Clinical and Professional Activities (Selected examples) 
 
1981-current Independent practice involving psychological assessments of children and adult sexual 

abuse victims.  
1980-1995 Chief Psychologist, Children's Aid Society, London 
1987-1991 Director of Research, Institute for the Prevention of Child Abuse, Toronto. 
1991-1996  Member, Fellowships Review Committee, Ontario Mental Health Foundation, Toronto 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=113211662&sc=emaf
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/01/health/01psych.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=David%20wolfe&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/01/health/01psych.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=David%20wolfe&st=cse


David A. Wolfe, Ph.D. FRSC                   Page 10 
 

 

 

1995-1999 Chair, Violence & Traumatic Stress Initial Review Group, U.S. National Institute of 
Mental Health. 

2002-2007 Member, Research Committee, Ontario Mental Health Foundation, Toronto 
2008 Consultant, Report of the APA Task Force on Physical Punishment of Children. 

American Psychological Association 
2008 Speaker, National Arts Centre Foundation Roundtable on Media, Communications, and 
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Origins of violence: Strategies for prevention. Invited address to the Violence and Society meeting of the 
Ontario District Branch of the American Psychiatric Association, February 19, 2005. 

A Universal School-Based Approach to Preventing Violence in Relationships. Keynote address to the UC 
Davis Child Maltreatment Conference, October, 2008. 
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Childhood bullying and its relationship to adolescent dating violence and spousal abuse. San Diego 
International Conference on Child and Family Maltreatment, January, 2009 

Reducing Violence in Relationships for the Next Generation: A Rationale & A Plan. Presented at the 
National Summit on Interpersonal Violence and Abuse Across the Lifespan: Forging A Shared 
Agenda, Dallas, TX, February, 2010. 

Why early adolescence is an important time for promoting healthy relationships and preventing dating 
violence. Presented at Start Strong Teen Dating Violence Prevention: Why Middle School 
Matters, Washington, DC., July 2010. 

Child abuse prevention: Past, present, and future. Keynote address to Sickkid’s Hospital conference, 
Current issues in sexual assault, domestic violence, and child maltreatment. November, 2010 

Reducing violence in relationships in the next generation. Keynote address to the 14th Annual 
International Human Rights Conference, University of Connecticut, October, 2013. 

Costs and Consequences of Child Abuse and Neglect.  Keynote address to the Inaugural Haruv-USA 
Summit on Child Maltreatment, Tulsa, OK, April, 2017. 

 
Presentations to Scientific Meetings (2005-2017) 

Wolfe, D. & Satterfield, L. (Superior Court of District of Columbia). Violence in families: Psychological 
and legal remedies. Invited plenary at the 11th National Conference on Children and the Law, 
sponsored by APA and the American Bar Association, June, 2005. Reprinted in APA Monitor on 
Psychology, 35, p. 78.  

Wolfe, D. A. (2005, February). Origins of violence: Strategies for prevention. Invited address to the 
Violence and Society meeting of the Ontario District Branch of the American Psychiatric 
Association, February 19, 2005. 

Hennig, K. H., Wolfe, D. A., & Foti, G. (2005, April). The emergence and divergence of developmental 
pathways leading to antisocial behavior and dating violence among adolescent youth. Paper 
presented at the meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

Hildyard, K., & Wolfe, D. (2005, April). Understanding Child Neglect: Cognitive Processes Underlying 
Neglectful Parenting. Paper presented at a symposium entitled “Child Maltreatment: Recent 
Developments in Theory and Research (K. Dodge, Chair) at the meeting of the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA. 

Wolfe, D. A. (2005, June). Preventing Violence in Relationships: Psychological Science Addressing 
Complex Social Issues. Donald O. Hebb award presentation to the annual convention of the 
Canadian Psychological Association, Montreal. 

Jaffe, D., Wolfe, D., & Hughes, R. (2005, Oct). The Fourth R. World Conference on the Prevention of 
Family Violence 2005. Banff, Alberta 

Wolfe, D. A. (2006, Sept). Impact of child abuse and exposure to domestic violence: A life-course 
perspective. Paper presented at a symposium entitled “Domestic Violence” (C. Humphreys, 
Chair) at the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect IV conference, 
York, England. 

Crooks, C., Wolfe, D., & Hughes, R. Developing healthy relationship programs with Aboriginal partners 
in Canada. Workshop presented at the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse & 
Neglect 18th biannual conference, September, 2010, Honolulu, HI.  
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Wolfe, D. A. (2011, January). The Fourth R. Presented at the Institute of Medicine’s Workshop on 
Preventing Violence Against Women and Children. Washington, DC. 

Wolfe, D. A. (2011, January). Understanding children’s exposure to violence: Research-based strategies 
for intervention and prevention. Presented at the Defending Childhood Initiative grantee meeting, 
U. S. Dept. of Justice. Washington, DC. 

Temple, J.R., Frissell, K.C., Stuart, G.L., Tortolero, S., & Wolfe, D. (2011, June). Psychological health 
and alcohol use as predictors of teen dating violence perpetration and victimization. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Prevention Research, Washington D.C., June, 
2011. 

Crooks, C., Scott, K., Ellis, W., & Wolfe, D.A. (2012; April). Impact of a universal school-based 
prevention program on violent delinquency: Distinctive benefits for youth with maltreatment 
histories. Presented at the British Association for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect (BAPSCAN) biannual congress. Belfast, UK.  

Wolfe, D. A. (2013; October). Dating violence. Paper presented as part of a symposium entitled 
Commonalities between bullying and maltreatment (J. Srabstein, Chair) at the American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry annual convention, Orlando, Fl. 

Brownlie, E.B., Henderson, J., Beitchman, J.H., Wolfe, D., Bao, L., & Zhang, V. (214, June). Mental 
health and substance use concerns in early to mid adolescence: symptoms, service utilization and 
unmet need. Paper presentation. The Canadian Psychological Association's 75th Annual 
Convention, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, June 2014. 

Temple J.R., Choi, H.J., Wolfe, D.A., & Chiodo, D. (2015, March). Parallel developmental trajectories of 
teen dating violence and recent alcohol use. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National 
Conference on Health and Domestic Violence (NCHDV). Washington DC. 

 

Research colloquia (2005-2018) 

Columbia University School of Public Health  SUNY at Buffalo 
Dalhousie University     University of Victoria  
Francis Xavier University    San Diego State University 
University of Calgary      University of Toronto 
University of Michigan     Ryerson University 
McMaster University     Southern Methodist University 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  Case Western Reserve 
 

Interdisciplinary Presentations 

The right expert:  Qualifications, training, and preparation. Paper presented at the conference, "Sexual 
abuse of children: Criminal and family law proceedings", Canadian Bar Association, Toronto, 
October, 1991. 

Current research findings on the impact of violence on victims: Women and children. Paper presented at 
the conference Civil Litigation Remedies for Victims of Violence, Law Society of Upper Canada, 
London, May, 1994. 

Male survivors of institutional child abuse. Invited oral session at the 16th annual meeting of the 
International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, San Antonio, TX, November, 2000. 

A clinical perspective: The effects of domestic violence on children. Training session conducted for the 
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Office of the Children’s Lawyer, Ontario Department of Justice, London, ON, December, 2000. 

Emotional abuse. Invited talk to the Ontario Society of Children’s Aid Lawyers, Midland, ON., October 
2003. 

Violence in families: Psychological and legal remedies (with Judge Lee Satterfield, Superior Court of 
District of Columbia). Invited plenary at the 11th National Conference on Children and the Law, 
sponsored by APA and the American Bar Association. Reprinted in APA Monitor on Psychology, 
35, p. 78. 

Resiliency and schools: Building student success and better outcomes. Ontario Children and Youth 
Summit, Toronto, October 2005. 

The Fourth R: A school-based program to prevent adolescent dating violence and related risk 
behaviours. Paper presented in a symposium entitled “School-based Prevention Initiatives” at the 
Ontario Provincial Conference on Domestic Violence, Toronto, November, 2005. 

The Fourth R: A school-based program to prevent violence, bullying, and related risk behaviours in 
adolescence. Joan Pederson Annual Distinguished Lecture, University of Western Ontario 
Faculty of Education, April, 2006. 

Violence, abuse, and trauma: Relationship Violence. Workshop presented to the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan annual conference entitled: Promoting the well-begin of children and families in urban 
America. Detroit, MI, September, 2006. 

The Fourth R: A school-based strategy to prevent adolescent dating violence. Forum on Global Violence 
Prevention, Institute of Medicine of the National Academies. Washington, DC, January, 2011. 

What Can Research Teach Us About the Impact of Children’s Exposure to Violence? U.S. Department of 
Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention National conference. National 
Harbor, MD, October, 2011. 

Classroom and small group strategies to reduce dating violence and end abuse. Workshop presented at 
the 6th Biennial National Conference on Health and Domestic Violence. San Francisco, CA. 
March, 2012. 

Innovative education models - How will they affect children’s health and well-being? Presented at The 
Aspen Institute’s Children’s Forum: Investing in Children’s Health and Well-being. Aspen, CO: 
July, 2012. 

 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
Graduate   

Child psychopathology   
Assessment of childhood disorders 
Theory and practice of community psychology 
Professional foundations of clinical psychology 

  Child abuse and family violence 
 
Undergraduate   

Exceptional children 
Child psychopathology 
Child abuse and family violence 
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Ph.D. Candidates (Canada): 11 
 
Ph.D. Candidates (Portugal): 1 
 
Postdoctoral Fellows: 5 
 
Claire Crooks, Ph.D. 2001-2002 
Wendy Ellis, Ph.D.  2006-2008 
Jennine Rawana, Ph.D.  2005-2007 
Caroline McIsaac, Ph.D., 2009-2010 
Deinera Exner-Cortens, Ph.D., 2013-present 
 
New Investigators 
 
Brennan Young, Ph.D. (K12), University of Denver (2008-2010) 
Jeff Temple, Ph.D. (K-23), University of Texas at Galveston (2010-2015) 
Edward Garrido, Ph.D. (K-01), Kempe Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Child Abuse and 
Neglect (2010-2015) 
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